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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

30-32  Westgate  Buildings, 
Bath. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Keynsham  and  Frome 
District  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  was  made  notable  from  the  health  point  of  view  by 
the,  coming  into  operation  on  5th  July  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946.  Under  this  Act  the  administration  of  the 
hospitals  in  the  area  was  transferred  to  the  South-West  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  already  much  has  been  done  by  the  Board 
through  its  Hospital  Management  Committees  to  improve  the 
conditions  under  which  the  work  of  the  hospitals  is  carried  out. 
There  has  been  complete  freedom  from  any  eventful  incident  in 
the  general  health  experience  of  the  area  during  the  year  and  the 
infectious  disease  figures  differ  little  from  the  satisfactory  levels 
of  the  previous  year. 

The  birth  rate  shows  a decrease  but  this  is  compensated  for 
by  a corresponding  fall  in  the  general  death  and  infantile  mortality 
rates. 

Housing  and  water  supplies  have  brought  their  usual  worries, 
particularly  to  the  rural  areas.  It  is  pleasing  to  note,  however, 
the  number  of  miners’  families  who  have  been  rehoused,  thereby 
easing  the  situation  generally  and  also  to  note  the  important 
schemes  which  are  being  carried  out  for  the  improvement  of  the 
water  supplies  to  certain  areas. 

I have  pleasure  in  stating  my  appreciation  of  the  helpful 
co-operation  received  from  council  members  and  staffs  during  the 
year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  G.  H.  Denham. 

August,  1949. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Thirty-nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  as  against  21 
for  last  year.  Seven  of  these  were  admitted  to  hospital.  The 
disease  has  maintained  its  very  mild  form. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

These  diseases  have  persisted  in  different  parts  of  the  area 
throughout  most  of  the  year.  501  cases  of  measles  were  notified 
compared  with  507  last  year,  and  212  cases  of  whooping  cough 
compared  with  179  last  year.  Mortality  was  nil  and  no  case  of 
either  disease  was  removed  to  hospital. 

PNEUMONIA 

Sixteen  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year 
compared  with  12  for  last  year. 

DIPHTHERIA 

The  satisfactory  position  which  has  gradually  been  reached 
regarding  diphtheria  over  approximately  the  last  ten  years  has 
been  maintained  as  only  one  notification  was  received  during  the 
year.  The  practice  of  protective  inoculation  against  the  disease 
in  infancy  and  reinforcement  later  at  the  age  of  5 has  been  actively 
continued  and  these  inoculations  have  been  available  throughout 
the  area  as  follows  : — 

Bathavon  area  : Health  Dept.,  30  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath, 
Saturday  mornings. 

Keynsham  area  : Social  Service  Hut,  Avon  Road,  Keynsham, 
last  two  Wednesdays  in  the  month  from  2.0  till  3.45  p.m. 

Frome  Urban  and  Frome  Rural  areas : Frome  Clinic, 

Wednesdays  at  2.30  p.m. 

A stock  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  still  held  at  each  of  the 
Council  Offices  in  the  area  to  serve  the  needs  of  practitioners 
during  the  day.  Out  of  office  hours,  that  is  between  the  hours 
of  5.0  and  9.0  a.m.,  the  serum  can  be  obtained  from  the  following 
premises  : 

Bath  City  Police  Station  for  the  Bathavon  area. 

Keynsham  P.A.  Institution  for  the  Keynsham  area. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Frome,  for  the  Frome  Urban  and  Frome 
Rural  areas. 
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ERYSIPELAS 

Seven  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  as  against  5 for  last 
year.  One  case  was  removed  to  hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

There  was  again  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  both  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Sixty-four  pulmonary 
and  14  non-pulmonary  compared  with  56  and  9 respectively  for 
last  year. 

It  is  an  interesting  and  heartening  commentary,  however,, 
that  although  the  numbers  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in 
the  area  have  gradually  increased  since  1945  the  deaths  have 
shown  a gradual  diminution.  The  actual  figures  are  as  follows  : 


Pulmonary  cases 

Deaths  from 

notified 

pulmonary  tuberculosis 

1945 

45 

22 

1946 

55 

24 

1947 

56 

17 

1948 

64 

10 

The  figures  are  too  small,  of  course,  to  be  of  any  real  value 
but  the  inference  that  one  would  like  to  draw  from  them  is  that 
the  increased  numbers  of  cases  is  due  to  better  methods  of  diagnosis 
and  the  diminished  mortality  to  modern  methods  of  treatment  and 
control  of  the  disease. 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER 

One  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  was  notified.  This  was  an 
isolated  case  which  was  only  diagnosed  after  investigation  in 
hospital  of  a fever  of  unknown  origin  occurring  after  an  abdominal 
operation.  The  source  of  the  infection  could  not  be  traced. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Six  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year, 
none  being  notified  for  the  previous  year. 

OPHTHALMIC  NEONATORUM 

No  notifications  in  respect  of  this  disease  were  received  during 
the  year. 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

Three  cases  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  and  one  case  of  polio- 
encephalitis were  notified  during  the  year  as  against  10  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  for  the  previous  year. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE 


The  following  Table  shows  the  comparative  birth  rates,  death 
rates  and  infantile  mortality  rates  for  the  combined  districts  for 
the  years  1943-48  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  areal  comparability  factors  are  still  in  suspension  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  death  rates  shown  in  the  statistics  for 
the  years  1943-48  are  therefore  the  recorded  rates  only. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

rate 

Combined  districts 

1943  

18-6 

11  -4 

29  -4 

England  and  Wales 

1943  

16  -5 

12-1 

49  -0 

Combined  districts 

1944  

17-7 

11  -5 

29  -9 

England  and  Wales 

1944  

17-6 

11  -6 

46  -0 

Combined  districts 

1945  

17  -3 

12  -4 

42  -7 

England  and  Wales 

1945  

16  1 

11  -4 

46  -0 

Combined  districts 

1946  

18  -0 

12  -3 

39  -0 

England  and  Wales 

1946  

19  1 

11  -5 

43  -0 

Combined  districts 

1947  

19-1 

13  -2 

31  -9 

England  and  Wales 

1947  

20  -5 

12  -0 

41  -0 

Combined  districts 

1948  

16  -2 

9-9 

23  -2 

England  and  Wales 

1948  

17-9 

10  -8 

34  -0 

The  birth  rate  shows  a decrease  of  2-9  on  last  year’s  rate, 
but  the  general  death  and  infantile  mortality  rates  show  a corres- 
ponding decrease  of  3-3  and  8-7  respectively. 

The  figures  bear  favourable  comparison  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  as,  while  the  birth  rate  is  lower  by  !•?,  the  general 
death  rate  is  0-9  less  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  10-8  less. 
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BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1948  21,400 

Area  of  the  District 42,083  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to  Rate 

Books,  April  1st,  1948  6,538 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  3 -27 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £462 

Rateable  Value,  April,  1948  £114,818 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Highway  Committee  .... 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Health  Department  Clerk 

Council  Offices  : 

30-32  Westgate  Buildings, 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5 

Health  Dept. : Bath  5391/5 


Major  G.  St.  J.  Strutt,  C.B.E., 

JP- 

W.  J.  Frost,  Esq. 

C.  C.  Axford,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

H.  C.  L.  Morris,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 

Miss  Tennant 

Bath. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  375. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

. 187 

177 

355 

Illegitimate  

8 

12 

20 

186  189  375 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

4 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

5 

4 

9 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1948  17  -52 

StUl  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  23  -44 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population  10  -14 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  27  -67 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  25-35 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  50  -00 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

„ „ Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 

„ „ Cancer  (all  ages)  37 

„ „ Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  217,  110  males  and  107  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


• 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

1 

— 

1 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

1 — 

— 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

2 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

2 

1 

3 

Sj^philitic  diseases 

2 



2 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomj'elitis 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  .... 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .... 

5 

2 

7 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

9 

9 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

7 

11 

18 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

11 

18 

29 

Heart  diseases 

37 

40 

77 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis  

3 

5 

8 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

5 

— 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

3 

Other  digestive  diseases  

1 i 

— 

1 

Nephritis  

7 

6 

13 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

2 ; 

— 

2 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

4 i 

— 

4 

Suicide  .... 

1 > 

— 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

Other  violent  causes  

4 

1 

5 

All  other  causes  

9 

4 

13 

no 

107 

217 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  12  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  all  male, 
divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  9 1 — 4 weeks  ....  2 

1 — 6 months  ....  1 6 — 12  months  ....  Nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  







Scarlet  Fever  

7 

3 

— 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

1 

1 

1 

Measles  ....  ....  

298 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

68 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ....  '.... 

— 



— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

Malaria  .... 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

5 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

3 

3 

— 

EncephalitisTethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

4 

1 

— 

387 

9 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Thirty  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified, 
19  male  and  11  female.  Nine  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 


were  notified,  4 male  and  5 female. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 

Respiratory  30  3 

Non-respiratory  9 3 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  its  good  work  under  the  chairmanship  of  Miss  Date. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Details  of  the  water  supplies  of  the  various  parishes  are  given 
hereunder  : — 


Parish 

Approx. 

Pop. 

No.  of 
houses 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  water 
laid  on 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  stand 
pipes 

By  whom 
supplied 

Bathampton 

1100 

293 

97% 

1% 

R.D.C.  and 
Bath  Corp. 

Chlor. 

Batheaston 

2290 

620 

97% 

— 

Bath  Corp. 

j * 

Bathford 

980 

318 

92% 

8% 

R.D.C. 

> f 

Camerton 

— 

563 

63% 

35% 

R.D.C. 

t » 

Charlcombe 

333 

93 

47% 

— 

Bath  Corp. 

it 

Claverton 

520 

146 

81% 

Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 
and  Estate 
Supply 

Part 
chlor. 
and  part 
unchlor. 

Compton 

Dando 

526 

140 

20% 

4% 

Private 

Unchlor. 

Combe  Hay 

170 

41 

7% 

— 

-■ 

Corston 

408 

107 

18% 

72% 

Part  West 
Glos.  Water 
Co.  part 
private 

Part 
chlor. 
and  part 
unchlor. 

Dunkerton 

769 

186 

44% 

17% 

R.D.C. 

Chlor. 

English- 

combe 

390 

106 

37% 

Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 
and  private 

* 

Freshford 

554 

196 

86% 

15% 

Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 

1 1 
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Parish 

A pprox. 
Pop. 

No.  of 
houses 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  water 
laid  on 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  stand 
pipes 

By  whom 
supplied 

Hinton 

Charterhouse 

445 

143 

72% 

11% 

R.D.C. 

Chlor. 

Kelston 

181 

48 

87% 

— 

Private 

Unchlor. 

Marksbury 

310 

89 

9% 

51% 

R.D.C. 

Chlor. 

Monkton 

Combe 

2410 

618 

97% 

Part  Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 
part  priv. 

Part 
chlor. 
and  part 
unchlor. 

Newton  St. 
Loe 

290 

76 

19% 

14% 

Private 

Unchlor. 

Northstoke 

125 

31 

38% 

61% 

Part  R.D.C. 
part  priv. 

Priston 

225 

59 

9% 

76% 

Priston 
Water 
Supply  Co. 

ft 

Southstoke 

490 

148 

91% 

5% 

Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 

Chlor. 

St.  Catherine 

122 

31 

38% 

— 

Bath  Corp. 

Swainswick 

1050 

287 

94% 

R.D.C.  and 
Bath  Corp. 

Part 
chlor. 
and  part 
unchlor. 

Wellow 

2210 

539 

82% 

10% 

R.D.C. 

Part 
chlor. 
and  part 
unchlor. 

Weston 

2100 

534 

96% 

4% 

Bath  Corp. 

Chlor. 

Whitchurch 

2340 

622 

97% 

— 

West  Glos. 
Water  Co. 

f » 
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An  uninterrupted  supply  was  maintained  throughout  the  year 
with  the  exception  of  the  village  of  Newton  St.  Loe.  Here  tem- 
porary stand  pipes  were  connected  to  a main  of  the  West  Gloucester 
Water  Company  for  a few  weeks. 

Difficulties  were  experienced  in  the  hamlet  of  Swinford,  where, 
owing  to  age  and  corrosion,  the  in.  pipe  serving  the  village 
reduced  the  available  supply.  The  West  Gloucester  Water  Company 
are  being  pressed  to  extend  their  mains  to  the  hamlet. 

The  quality  of  the  various  supplies  was  satisfactory  as  shown 
by  the  results  of  the  45  samples  analysed.  The  water  throughout 
the  district  is  invariably  hard  and  we  are  therefore  not  troubled  with 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  Peasedown  St.  John  supplementary  water  scheme  from 
Combe  Hay  which  will  serve  the  parishes  of  Camerton,  Combe  Hay, 
Dunkerton  and  Wellow,  was  commenced  during  the  year.  Water 
mains  at  Carlingcott  were  extended  by  the  Council  to  supply  the 
hamlet  of  Wick  Lane,  Camerton,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and 
the  extension  of  the  main  at  Tunley  to  serve  the  village  of  Prist  on 
was  commenced. 

With  regard  to  future  schemes,  the  Ministry  of  Health  have 
given  approval  to  the  extension  _of  the  West  Gloucester  Water 
Company’s  mains  to  supplj^  the  villages  of  Northstoke,  Kelston, 
Newton  St.  Loe,  Corston,  Burnett  and  Compton  Dando.  The  cost 
of  the  scheme  will  be  £34,500. 

It  is  hoped  that  early  approval  wiU  be  obtained  to  extend 
the  mains  at  Peasedown  St.  John  and  Tunley  to  form  a ring  main 
and  thereby  serve  the  village  of  Dunkerton  and  also  to  augment  the 
Dunkerton  Swan  Inn  supply. 


SEWERAGE 

The  Avon  valley  sewers  serving  the  parishes  of  Monkton  Combe, 
Claverton,  Bathford,  Batheaston  and  Bathampton  together  with 
the  low  level  pumping  plant  at  Batheaston,  continued  to  give 
complete  satisfaction. 

With  the  exception  of  extensions  to  serve  the  new  housing 
sites  no  other  works  have  been  carried  out.  The  construction  of 
sewers  to  serve  the  two  housing  sites  at  Peasedown  together  with 
the  temporary  disposal  plant  was  commenced. 
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HOUSING 


Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in 
course  of 
erection 

Conversion  to 
flats  or 
dwellings 

Perm.  Temp. 

Perm.  Temp. 

Local  authority 

102  — 

153  — 

22 

Private  enterprise 

13  — 

19  — 

7 

Totals  .... 

115  — 

172  — 

29 

In  addition  to  the  above,  223  families  are  housed  in  hutted 
camps  which  have  been  adapted  for  temporary  housing  accom- 
modation. 

There  were  1,101  applicants  remaining  on  the  waiting  list  for 
Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  j^ear. 

Inspections  and  recording  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  was 
continued  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  houses  were 


recorded  and  categorised  : — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  ....  1,780 

These  were  categorised  as  follows  : — 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects  ....  ....  ....  68 

Having  minor  defects  318 

To  be  dealt  with  under  Sec.  9 of  the 

Housing  Act  1,235 

For  action  under  Sec.  11  of  the  Housing 

Act  159 


INDUSTRIES 

The  main  industries  of  the  district  are  : — 

Coal  mining  Stone  quarrying 

Paper  making  Lime  kilns 

Plasticine  and  Wa.x  FuUers  earth 

making  Rubber  industry 

Joinery  works 
Agriculture 
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Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

• 

No.  on  Inspections  Notices 
Register  served 

1.  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 of  the  Factories’  Act 

1937  are  enforced  33  32  3 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 

which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  ....  12  9 — 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 

enforced  1 — — 

The  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  unsuitable  conveniences. 
In  each  case  the  necessary  requirements  were  carried  out. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  in  respect  of  any  of  the 
ten  outworkers’  premises. 

MILK 

1.  Number  of  registered  dairy  farms 266 

2.  Number  of  retailers  78 

3.  Number  of  producer-retailers  included  in  (2)  ....  56 

4.  Number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants  1 

5.  Number  of  licenses  to  retail  tuberculin  tested  milk  7 

6.  Number  of  licenses  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  ....  3 

Inspections  of  the  dairy  farms  have  been  concentrated  on  the 

ungraded  producers  during  the  year.  It  was  found  that  five  informal 
notices  were  necessary  to  remind  producers  of  the  regulations. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  are  not  in  use  owing  to  the 
Government  scheme  of  centralised  slaughtering.  Meat  inspection 
if  therefore  confined  to  the  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered 
privately  under  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  to  inspection 
at  shops  and  stores.  During  these  inspections  the  following  foods 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

123  lbs.  of  meat 
37  tins  of  Meat  Products 
43  „ „ Fish  and  Fish  Products 

32  „ „ Milk 
12  lbs.  ,,  Jam 
6 „ „ Butter 
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ICE  CREAM 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 

of  ice-cream 2 

The  number  registered  for  sale  only  ....  ....  ....  6 

Routine  samples  taken  by  the  inspectors  from  the  manu- 
facturers’ premises  were  all  reported  as  falling  within  the  prescribed 
standard.  The  ice-cream  sold  in  cartons  or  wrappers  is  obtained 
from  manufacturers  in  Bath  and  Bristol  and  these  are  sampled 
regularly  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  in  these  areas. 

Routine  visits  to  bakehouses  and  food  premises  have  been 
made.  In  the  case  of  one  bakehouse  informal  action  was  necessary 
with  regard  to  cleanliness.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses 
in  the  district. 


RATS  AND  MICE 

During  the  past  year  considerable  progress  was  made  against 
rat  infestation.  73  premises  received  attention  from  the  Rodent 
Officer  (Mr.  Mills)’  and  these  included  factories,  farms,  houses, 
shops,  schools,  etc. 

The  introduction  of  “ block  control  ” measures  and  the  setting 
up  of  arrangements  for  the  treatment,  every  8 weeks,  of  each  of  the 
Council’s  8 refuse  tips  were  special  advances. 

The  sewers  have  been  tested  throughout  for  rats  and  suitable 
action  taken  where  necessary. 

Methods  used  in  these  operations  have  included  poisoning, 
gassing  and  trapping.  The  number  of  bodies  recovered  was  191 
although  this  figure  should  not  be  taken  as  any  indication  of  the 
effectiveness  of  the  effort.  Poison  “ takes  ” alone  indicate  the 
death  of  great  numbers  of  the  vermin. 

Particular  help  has  been  given  during  the  twelve  months  to 
old-age  pensioners,  widowed  and  sick  persons  living  alone,  the 
occupiers  of  hutted  camps  and  remote  cottages,  and  other  people 
who  through  poverty  or  special  circumstances  find  themselves 
especially  helpless  in  face  of  infestation.  Advice  on  simple  rat- 
proofing, the  anti-rat  storage  of  foodstuffs  and  the  prevention  of 
rat  and  mouse  infestation  is  part  of  the  service  and  has  been  given  to 
many  scores  of  occupiers. 

In  such  operations  considerable  indoor  preparation  is  necessary’ 
and  a notable  feature  of  this  year’s  work  is  the  provision  of  a depot 
or  disinfestation  centre  at  Bathford.  Everything  required  by  the 
Rodent  Officer  for  carrying  out  the  work  is  readily  available  here 
including  special  apparatus  for  safe  poison-baiting  and  poison  bait 
manufacture. 

An  unofficial  employee  of  the  Council  is  “ Judy  ”,  a Lakeland 
terrier  who  during  the  year  has  many  times  proved  her  superiority’ 
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to  humans  as  d rat  detective.  Another  terrier  is  in  training  for 
similar  “ inspection  ” work  and  it  is  hoped  by  these  means  to 
increase  considerably  the  discover^'  of  hidden  infestation. 


CAMPING  SITES 

Thirteen  licences  to  station  and  use  individual  movable 
dwellings  and  four  licences  authorising  land  to  be  used  as  camping 
sites  were  issued  under  Sec.  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  licences  are  renewable  every  six  months  when  the  con- 
ditions prevailing  at  each  dwelling  and  site  are  examined  before  the 
renewals  are  issued. 

There  is  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  in  use  in  the  district. 
Frequent  inspections  of  the  premises  are  made  and  at  all  times  it 
was  found  to  be  run  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  or  common  lodging  houses 
in  the  district. 
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KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  for  1948  7,546 

Area  of  the  District  4,170  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  2,241 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3 -37 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £229 

Rateable  Value  £55,538 


Chairman  of  the  Council  ....  E.  A.  Cannock,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  Mrs.  M.  Hickling,  B.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  D.  F.  G.  Lockyear, 

Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 

Council  Offices : Keynsham. 

Telephone:  Keynsham  2291 /3. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers. 

total  106. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

48 

55 

103 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

50 

56 

106 

STILL  BIRTHS 

• 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

. 

1 

1 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1948  14-05 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  9-35 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population  9 -54 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  9-43 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  9-81 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

„ „ Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 

,,  „ Cancer  (all  ages)  9 

„ ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

,,  „ Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  72,  38  males  and  34  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

■ 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

1 

3 

4 

Diabetes  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

6 

8 

14 

Heart  disease  

12 

11 

23 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

2 

4 

6 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

6 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

3 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide  

2 

— 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  causes  

3 

1 

4 

38 

34 

72 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  was  1 death  of  an  Infant  under  1 year  of  age,  male. 

Under  1 week  ....  1 1 — 4 weeks  ....  Nil 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months  ....  Nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  

— 

— 



Scarlet  Fever  

14 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

71 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

22 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

3 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

5 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

1 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

116 

2 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Six  cases  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  all  male. 
There  were  no  cases  of  non-puhnonary  tuberculosis. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 

Respiratory  6 1 

Non-respiratory  — — 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


22 


KEYNSHAM  NURSERY  SCHOOL 

The  nursery  school  has  continued  to  function  successfully. 
The  average  number  of  children  on  the  roll  was  40  and  the  average 
daily  attendance  33.  As  can  be  deduced  from  these  figures  the 
general  health  of  the  children  was  satisfactory.  One  mild  case  of 
scarlet  fever  was  notified.  It  was  considered  advisable  to  close  the 
nursery  school  for  a period  of  two  weeks  during  a measles  epidemic. 

KEYNSHAM  DAY  NURSERY 

During  the  month  of  May  the  children  attending  the  day 
nursery  were  removed  from  Ellsbridge  House  to  more  suitable 
accommodation  at  Hazelwood.  Fifteen  children  have  attended 
the  nursery  daily  since  then.  Alterations  will  soon  be  made  to  the 
house  in  order  that  the  numbers  capable  of  being  accommodated 
may  be  increased  to  12  babies  under  1 year  and  16  between  the  ages 
of  1 and  3 years. 

The  heath  of  the  children  since  their  transfer  ha's  been  very 
satisfactory. 

KEYNSHAM  WELFARE  CENTRE 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  year,  both  for  the  Keynsham 
Welfare  Centre  and  the  Saltford  Weighing  Centre  show  a very 
satisfactory  increase  on  the  previous  years  figures  and  reflect  great 
credit  on  aU  concerned. 


The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Totals  on  the  Register  at  the 

Keynsham 

Saltford 

Total 

beginning  of  the  year 
Totals  on  the  Register  at  the 

391 

47 

438 

end  of  the  year  

458 

62 

520 

The  attendances  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Keynsham 

Saltford 

Total 

January  

151 

9 

160 

February  

128 

10 

138 

March  

155 

7 

162 

April 

153 

10 

163 

May 

155 

4 

159 

June  

..  221 

• 4 

225 

July  

..  196 

3 

199 

August  

..  104 

9 

113 

September  

..  235 

18 

253 

October  

..  160 

11 

171 

November  

..  157 

7 

164 

December  

171 

3 

174 

1986 

95 

2081 

Attendances  for  1947  were  : — 

1411 

82 

1493 
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SALTFORD  WEIGHING  CENTRE 


The  attendance  figures  for  the  Saltford  Weighing  Centre  were 
as  follows  : — 


January 

5th 

22 

19th 

32 

Februar}’ 

2nd 

20 

i f 

16th 

30 

March 

1st 

24 

14th 

23 

April 

5th  ' 

25 

1 } 

19th 

31 

Mav 

3rd 

34 

> f 

24th 

25 

June 

7th 

33 

July 

5th 

27 

} > 

19th 

24 

August 

9th 

26 

>> 

23rd 

26 

September 

9th 

33 

} f 

20th 

31 

October 

4th 

35 

1 i 

18th 

18 

November 

1st 

21 

} > 

15th 

32 

f f 

29th 

33 

December 

13th 

22 

t 

627 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1948 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  weekly  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  from  the 
whole  area  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
although  the  quantity  of  refuse  collected  each  week  has  steadil}'’ 
mcreased  owing  to  the  occupation  of  additional  houses.  A new  and 
larger  collecting  vehicle  was  delivered  just  at  the  end  of  the  5- ear. 

Salvage,  the  collection  of  which  was  combined  with  refuse, 
continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  cleansing  service  as  the 
following  summary  of  salvage  sold  indicates  : — 

78  tons  Waste  Paper. 

22  tons  Kitchen  Waste. 

16  tons  Rags,  Metals  and  miscellaneous  items. 
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Total  proceeds  of  salvage  sold  during  the  5'^ear  amounted  to 
£756  17s.  2d. 

By  arrangement  with  the  owners  refuse  disposal  controlled 
tipping  has  continued  at  the  Stidham  Gravel  Pit,  but  the  available 
space  has  been  practically  exhausted,  and  negotiations  to  obtain  a 
new  and  suitable  disposal  area  have  been  proceeding  during  the 
year. 

The  tip  has  been  kept  under  constant  surveillance  for  infesta- 
tion by  rodents  and  other  pests.  By  suitable  treatment  as  required, 
it  has  been  kept  free  from  nuisance. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  public  sewers  serve  the  majority  of  properties  in  the  area, 
and  convey  the  greater  part  of  the  sewage  to  the  disposal  works 
at  Unity  Road.  There  has  been  no  extension  to  the  foul  sewers 
during  the  yeai,  but  a storm  water  relief  sewer  to  convey  surface 
water  from  the  Broadlands  Housing  Estate  was  constructed. 
A few  outtying  properties  drain  to  cess-pools,  but  these  have  been 
fairly  well  maintained,  and  no  serious  nuisance  has  arisen  from  them. 

HOUSING 

Fair  progress  in  the  construction  of  new  houses  has  been 
made  during  the  year,  but  much  remains  to  be  done  before  every 
family  can  be  provided  with  separate  accommodation.  The  con- 
tinued shortage  of  houses  has  again  prevented  any  attempt  at 
large  scale  clearance  of  unfit  houses.  This  difficulty  was  emphasised 
when  one  owner  appealed  to  the  County  Court  against  a Demolition 
Order  on  an  old  cottage,  as  the  Judge  adjourned  the  hearing  in  order 
to  give  the  owner  an  opportunity  of  submitting  a fresh  undertaking 
to  repair  the  property  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council. 

Relaxation  of  licensing  restrictions  has  eased  the  position 
concerning  repair  and  maintenance  work  to  some  extent,  but  on  the 
other  hand  house  owners  found  difficulty  in  doing  more  than 
absolute  essentials  owing  to  the  restricted  income  derived.  There 
was  also  a natural  reluctance  to  repair  houses  which  obviously  could 
never  be  made  in  all  respects  fit,  and  which  would  become  the 
subject  tDf  Clearance  or  Demolition  Orders  as  soon  as  conditions 
permitted. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  POSITION 

(1)  New  houses  completed — {a)  Local  Authority  87 

{b)  Private  Enterprise  ....  8 


Total 95 
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(2)  New  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December  1948  : — 


(a)  Local  Authority  55 

(b)  Private  Enterprise  ....  9 


Total 64 


(3)  Conversions  of  existing  buildings  to  houses  or  flats  ....  16 

(4)  Estimated  number  of  houses  required  : — 

{a)  to  replace  those  unfit  244 

{b)  to  abate  overcrowding  67 

(c),  to  abate  other  unsatisfactory  conditions,  e.g.  two 
families  in  same  house,  but  not  included  in  (a) 

or  {b)  197 

{d)  Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses 

at  31st  December  1948  750 

(5)  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

{a)  Houses  inspected  74 

(b)  Informal  notices  issued  6 

(c)  Informal  notices  complied  with  6 

(d)  Total  inspections  made  ; 120 

(6)  Licences  issued  for  repairs  and  maintenance  131 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 


Total  number  of  inspections  made 

Informal  notices  issued  

„ „ complied  with 

Statutory  notices  issued  and  complied  with 

T f .•  T-v-  rinspections 

Infectious  Disease  < „ ^ • r , , 

\ Premises  disinfected 

Infestations  by  vermin  /^^P^p^ions 

\ Premises  treated 


102 

14 

10 

1 

34 

23 

8 

3 


INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

(1)  Total  number  of  registered  dairy  farms  23 

(2)  Number  of  retailers 5 

(3)  Number  of  producer-retailers  in  (2)  above  2 

(4)  Number  of  producers  in  (1)  above  licensed  by  Somerset 

County  Council  to  produce  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  6 

(5)  Number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants 1 

(6)  ,,  ,,  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  ....  2 

(7)  „ „ „ „ „ T.T.  milk  1 

(8)  ,,  ,,  ,,  „ bottle  and  retail  T.T.  milk  ....  1 
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Farms  and  dairy  premises  have  been  periodically  inspected 
throughout  the  year  and  found  well  maintained.  On  three  occasions 
cleansing  and  limewashing  was  found  overdue  but  in  each  case  it 
was  soon  rectified. 

The  sampling  of  all  designated  milk  except  pasteurised  was 
carried  out  by  County  Council  Officers.  24  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  were  collected  by  your  officers  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Taunton  for  examination  ; only  two  of  these 
samples  failed  to  comply  with  prescribed  standards. 

Bakehouses 

The  si.x  bakehouses  in  the  area  have  been  periodically  inspected. 
Two  informal  notices  concerning  the  need  for  limewashing  were 
issued  and  complied  with. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  licences  for  the  three  private  slaughterhouses  were  renewed 
for  the  year,  but  they  were  only  occasionally  used  for  the  slaughter 
of  privately  owned  pigs  and  goats. 

During  the  year  the  carcases  of  17  pigs  and  46  goats  were 
inspected,  and  the  following  meat  surrendered  as  unfit  for  food  : — 
8 lbs.  pigs’  offal  (cirrhosis),  1 pig’s  head  (tuberculosis)  and  4 goats 
(immaturity). 

Eighty  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises  of  all 
types  and  the  following  foodstuffs  surrendered  as  unfit  for  food  : — 

617J  lbs.  imported  meat 
821  lbs.  home  killed  meat 
85^  lbs.  tinned  meat  and  meat  products 
152  lbs.  fish  and  fish  products 
158  lbs.  fruit  and  vegetables 
27  lbs.  dried  fruit 
178  tins  milk 
43  lbs.  cereals 
21  lbs.  jam  and  syrup 
6 pkts.  biscuits 
3|  lbs.  cheese 
7 1 lbs.  sugar 
1 tin  dried  egg 
35  jars  pickles 
83  lbs.  tomatoes 

Ice  Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for 

(а)  Manufacture  nil 

(б)  Sale  11 

Owing  to  the  continued  shortage  of  supplies  several  of  the 
above  premises  remain  unused.  Those  in  use  have  on  inspection 
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been  found  satisfactorilj^  maintained.  As  all  have  been  retailing 
pre-packed  ice-cream  produced  by  known  wholesale  manufacturers 
no  samples  were  taken  for  analysis. 


Rainfall 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Month 

Somerdale  Station 
{Total  depth  in  inches) 

Greatest 
Fall  in 
24  hours 

Date 

January 

6-10 

0 

•98 

12th 

February  .... 

1 -63 

0 

•40 

5th 

March  

1 -67 

0 

•82 

31st 

April 

2-08 

0 

•39 

3rd 

May 

3-98 

1 

•23 

25th 

June  

2-56 

0 

•57 

16th 

July  

1 -05 

0 

•38 

17th 

August  

3 -91 

1 

•02 

2nd 

September 

2-14 

0 

•80 

12th 

October  

■ 3-48 

0 

•98 

17th 

November 

1 -57 

0 

•44 

4th 

December  

5 -22 

1 

•17 

13th 

Total  

35  -39 

- 

_ 

Water  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  within  the  area  of  supply 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Co.,  and  practically  all  domestic 
supplies  are  obtained  from  this  source.  Quality  and  quantit}’’  of 
this  supply  have  been  satisfactory.  About  a dozen  scattered  houses 
and  farms  on  the  periphery  of  the  district  have  private  well  supplies 
which  have  been  found  sufficient. 

As  the  source  of  public  supply  is  not  within  the  Urban  area, 
no  samples  of  raw  water  have  been  collected  by  your  officers. 
Samples  of  treated  water  for  bacteriological  examination  have  been 
taken  quarteily  and,  with  one  exception,  have  been  satisfactory. 
The  exception  was  considered  to  be  temporary  local  contamination 
as  subsequent  check  samples  were  quite  in  order. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  have  also  been  made  periodically. 
The  results  indicate  that  the  water  is  hard,  (24  parts  per  100,000) 
the  majority  of  this  being  temporary,  and  slightly  alkaline. 

The  water,  being  hard,  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Apart  from  the  slight  trouble  mentioned  above,  there  has  been 
no  contamination. 
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Practically  all  houses  in  the  area  have  a piped  supply  direct 
from  the  mains  ; there  are  no  standpipes. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  services  of  the  Operator,  who  was  engaged  jointly  in  the 
Urban  Area  and  the  Bathavon  Rural  District,  have  been  fully 
employed  during  the  year.  A test  baiting  of  the  sewerage  system 
revealed  no  infestation.  A number  of  minor  surface  infestations  on 
private  and  Council  properties  have  been  treated  successfully, 
and  periodic  surveys  indicated  that  the  position  generally  was  quite 
satisfactory. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

There  were  live  sites  in  the  area  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  stationing 
caravans.  These  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  found 
fairly  well  maintained,  and  no  action  for  nuisance  has  been  necessary. 


FACTORIES  AND  INDUSTRY 

The  principal  industries  of  the  area  were  the  manufacture  oi 
chocolate,  cocoa,  paper,  envelopes,  soap,  chemicals  and  paint. 
Agriculture  and  market  gardening  also  engage  a proportion  of  the 
population. 

No  major  industries  have  been  established  during  the  year, 
but  several  small  firms  have  taken  existing  premises  as  a temporary 
measure  until  more  permanent  buildings  can  be  constructed. 


Inspection  of  Factories  under  Factory  Act,  1937. 


Number 

on 

Register 

> 

lumber  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  without  mechan- 
cal  power 

16 

24 

4 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power 

36 

50 

3 



Other  premises  controlled 
by  the  Act  

10 

18 

1 

— 

Total  

62 

92 

8 
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Result  of  Inspections 


Number  of  defects 

Number 

of 

Prose- 

cutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

ByH.M. 

Inspec- 

tor 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 







Inadequate  venti- 
lation   

1 

1 

Sanitary  conven- 
iences : — 

{a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

1 

\b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

8 

8 

1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  .... 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Total 

18 

18 

2 

— 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1948  11,410 

Area  of  the  District  1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,164 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3-6 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £279 

Rateable  Value  £68,464 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee 

Sanitary  Inspector 

Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2348 


H.  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  J.P. 

H.  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  J.P. 

H.  H.  Dickinson,  M.R.S.I., 
A.M.I.S.E.,  M.S.I.A. 
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STATISTICS 


adjusted  for  inward  and 


Females  Total 

70  167 

4 12 


74  179 


STILL  BIRTHS 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  2 3 5 

Illegitimate  — — — 


2 3 5 


Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1948  15  -69 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  27  -17 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  12-36 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  22  -35 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  23-95 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

„ ,,  Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  20 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  Nil 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered, 
outward  transfers,  total  179. 

Males 

Legitimate  97 

Illegitimate  8 


105 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  141,  71  males  and  70  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

4 

— 

4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza.... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

2 

6 

8 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

5 

6 

11 

Diabetes  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

6 

7 

13 

Heart  disease  

30 

28 

58 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

4 

2 

6 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  

1 

1 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases  

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis 

2 

3 

5 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth  

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

. 1 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes  

2 

— 

2 

All  other  causes  

3 

11 

14 

71 

70 

141 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  4 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  3 males 
and  1 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  4 1 — 4 weeks  ....  Nil 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months  ....  Nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


• 

Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

- — 

— 

— 

Measles  

4 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

42 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

56 

1 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  12  male 
and  8 female.  Two  cases  of  non-puhnonary  tuberculosis  were 


notified,  1 male  and  1 female. 

Total  Cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

Respiratory  

20 

4 

Non-respiratory  

2 

1 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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FROME  DAY  NURSERY 


The  popularity  of  the  day  nursery  is  again  obvious  from  the 
attendance  figures  for  the  year  which  show  a marked  increase  on 
those  of  last  year. 

The  general  health  of  the  children  was  good  and  very  few 
cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported.  The  nursery  was  open 
for  256  days,  the  total  number  of  attendances  being  6920.  The 
average  attendance  per  session  was  27  and  the  highest  attendance 
on  any  one  day  was  36. 


FROME  WELFARE  CENTRE 

The  centre  has  continued  to  function  in  the  same  building 
during  the  year  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  continued  efforts 
made  by  the  welfare  authority  to  provide  alternative  accommoda- 
tion will  soon  have  the  desired  result.  Notwithstanding  the  un- 
inspiring environment  in  which  the  work  is  carried  out  the  total 
attendances  for  the  year  again  show  an  increase  and  are  a credit  to 
all  concerned. 

Totals  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  176 

Totals  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  203 


The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


January 

February 

March  .... 

April 

May 

Tune 

July  .... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


264 
213 
205 
337 

265 
253 
300 
191 
224 
246 
217 


2885 


Attendances  for  the  year  1947  2487 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  the  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satis- 
factory both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Twelve  samples  of  the  public  water  supply  of  the  Frome  Urban 
District  Council  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  was  reported  to 
be  nil  in  every  case. 

One  sample  was  taken  for  chemical  analysis.  The  report 
indicated  that  the  sample  was  satisfactory. 

HOUSING  AND  NUISANCES 

(i)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

During  the  year  352  complaints  in  respect  of  nuisances  and 
general  sanitation  were  received  and  dealth  with.  As  a result  of 
these  and  of  routine  work  the  number  of  visits  made  and  notices 
served  are  as  indicated  below. 


Number  of  visits. 

General  sanitation  ....  4303 

Housing  426 

Notices  served  and  complied  with. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ....  218 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  191 

Number  of  .statutory  notices  served  ....  17 


Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  24 

It  was  found  necessary  to  make  apphcation  to  the  Magistrates’ 
Court  for  Nuisance  Orders  upon  non-compliance  with  the  Council’s 
statutory  Abatement  Notices  in  2 cases.  Nuisance  Orders  were  made 
in  both  cases. 

Upon  non-compliance  with  a Nuisance  Order  made  by  the 
Court,  penalties  were  imposed  in  respect  of  one  case. 

(ii)  Common  Lodging-Houses 

No  infringements  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
were  found  in  respect  of  the  two  common  lodging-houses. 

(iii)  Housing  Applicants 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
Live  List  was  307. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Control  of  infestation  by  rats  and  mice  has  been  efficiently 
carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer,  a total  of  290  visits  having  been 
made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  this  work. 

Details  of  the  infestations  found  and  dealt  with  are  indicated 
below. 

Infestations 

Business  Dwelling 

Premises  Houses 

Mice  Infestations  ....  13  26 

Rat  Infestations  ....  10  15 

Total  number  of  Infestations,  Business  Premises  and  Dwelling 
Houses — 64. 

Treatments 

Treatments  made  by  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council....  26 

Treatments  made  by  the  occupiers  after  advice  given  by 

the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Rodent  Officer  ....  38 

Frome  Urban  District  Council  Sewers 

A minor  infestation  by  rats  in  the  Council’s  sewers  was  treated 
and  satisfactorily  cleared. 

Frome  Urban  District  Council  Sewage  Works 

Treatment  was  carried  out  for  the  extermination  of  rats  at 
the  Council’s  sewage  works,  the  estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed 
being  130. 

Frome  Urban  District  Council  Refuse  Tip 

Treatment  for  rats  was  carried  out  at  the  refuse  tip  at  Oldford, 
u.sed  jointly  by  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Contractor 
to  the  Frome  Rural  District  Council.  The  estimated  number  of 
rats  destroyed  was  100. 

RIVER  POLLUTION 

One  case  of  river  pollution  during  the  year  occurred  as  a result 
of  the  discharge  into  the  river  of  a large  quantity  of  kerosene. 
The  discharge  was  accidental  and  is  not  likely  to  recur. 

The  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  Frome  Urban  District 
Council  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  arrangements  with  a view  to 
the  prevention  of  improper  discharges  of  .sewage  direct  to  the  river 
is  proceeding  as  quickly  as  is  practicable. 
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DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  where  necessary  after  cases 
of  infectious  disease. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
MILK  SUPPLY 

(i)  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  particulars  as  recorded  in 
the  registers  at  the  31st  December,  1948 

[а)  Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Farms  13 

(б)  Number  of  Retailers  ....  ....  9 

(c)  Number  of  Producer-Retailers  included  in  (&)....  4 

During  1948,  51  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and  cowsheds. 

(ii)  Graded  Milk 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1946. 

The  licences  in  respect  of  Graded  milk  issued  by  the  Frome 
Urban  District  Council  and  in  force  on  the  31st  December,  1948, 
were  as  follows  : — 


Pasteuriser’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “ Pasteurised  ” milk  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  ‘‘  Pasteurised  ” milk  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  5 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “ Accredited  ” milk  1 


There  are  5 producers  of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  and  1 
producer  of  “ Accredited  ” milk  in  the  Frome  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  73  samples  of  " Tuberculin  Tested  ”, 
“ Accredited  ”,  ‘‘  Pasteurised  ” and  ‘‘  Heat  Ttreated  other  than 
Pasteurised  ” milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
68  samples  conformed  to  the  required  standard,  and  5 did  not. 

Of  32  examinations  of  empty  cleansed  milk  receptacles,  28  were 
classed  as  satisfactory  and  4 as  unsatisfactory. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  against  a dair^unan 
for  using  the  special  designation  ‘‘  Accredited  ” for  the  purpose 
of  the  sale  and  advertisement  of  milk  without  holding  the  necessary 
licence.  A penalty  was  imposed  upon  the  dairjmian,  and  costs 
awarded  to  the  Council. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
(i)  Meat  Inspection 

The  inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  mainly  at  the  Ministry 
of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Merchant’s  Barton.  This  slaughterhouse 
serves  the  areas  of  three  other  local  authorities  in  addition  to  the 
Frome  Urban  District. 

The  following  is  a record  of  the  work  carried  out : — 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouse  707 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  ....  13,123 

Approximate  weight  of  meat  slaughtered  1,531,250  lbs. 
Amount  of  meat  found  to  be  unht  for  human 

consumption  71,870  lbs. 

(4.69%) 

During  the  year,  368  animals  were  brought  to  the  slaughter- 
house for  emergency  slaughter.  These  animals,  invariably  in  a very 
poor  condition,  contributed  to  a large  extent  to  the  quantity  of 
meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  various  diseased  or  unsound  conditions  met  with  are  as 
detailed  in  the  following  tables.  The  amount  of  Tuberculosis  met 
with  is  shown  in  Table  I.  The  other  diseased  conditions  are  shown 
in  Table  2. 

Table  1 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS 


The  amount  of  Tuberculosis  met  with  is -indicated  in  the 
following  Table. 


Bovines 

Swine 

Totals 

Portions  dealt  with 

Bovines  and  Swine 

No. 

Weight 

lbs. 

No. 

W eight 
lbs. 

No. 

Weight 

lbs. 

Eatire  carcase  and 
all  organs 

42 

26,575 



42 

26,575 

Forequarters 

27 

3.407 

1 

45 

28 

3,452 

Hindquarters 

2 

352 

— 

2 

352 

Portions  of  meat  ... 

43 

645 

— 

— 

43 

645 

Heads  and  Tongues 

173 

5,725 

2 

32 

175 

5,757 

Lungs 

352 

4,025 

— 

— 

352 

4,025 

Livers 

60 

971 

— 



60 

971 

Plucks 

6 

44 

1 

9 

7 

53 

Stomachs  ... 

21 

630 

— 

21 

630 

Mesenteries 

103 

2,638 

— 

103 

2,638 

Offal  

147 

747 

— 

— 

147 

747 

Totals 

976 

45,759 

4 

86 

980 

45,845 
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Table  2 DISEASES  OTHER  THAN^ 


Kind  oi 
Anima 

Diseases,  etc. 

Whole 
Carcase 
and  all 
Organs 

Fore- 

quarters 

! Hind- 
j quarters 

1 

Meat 

i 

Heads 

No 

lbs 

No. 

lbs 

1 No. 

lbs 

No 

lbs 

1 No. 

lbs. 

Abscesses 

— 

— 

I 

13 

159 

1 

25 

Actinomycosis 

— 

1 

7 

187 

Actino  Bacillosis 

— 

6 

160 

Bruising  ... 

1 

43 

i 2 

238 

141 

2055 

— 

Cavernous  Angiomata 

— 

1 

— 

Degenerative  Changes 

— 

— 

1 

78 

8 

52 

— 

— 

Distomatosis 

— 

— 

Dropsy  ... 

1 

439 

— 

15 

292 

3 

75 

Decomposition  ... 

— 

— 

1 

40 

344 

— 

— 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

Echinococcus  Cysts 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

— 

— 

Emaciation 

4 

1350 

— 

— 

Fever 

9 

1203 

— 

— 

z. 

Gangrene 

1 

692 

— 

Immature 

3 

84 

— 

— 

Johnes  Disease 

— 

— 

J oint  111 

3 

205 

— 

o 

Mastitis  (including  Septic) 

1 

554 

— 

— 

CQ 

Moribund 

1 

149 

— 

— 

— 

— 





— 

— 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Odour 

— 



1 

25 

Pyaemia 

3 

1521 

— 

— 

— 

— 





— 

— 

Pentastomum  ... 

— 

— 

— 









— 

— 

Peritonitis  (including 

Septic) 

1 

500 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 

— 

— 

Pericarditis  (including 

Septic) 

1 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 













Strongylosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 







— 

— 

Tumours 

— 

— 

— 







3 

8 

— 

— 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

2 

154 

— 

— 

Abscesses 





2 

49 

1 

6 

5 

25 

1 

3 

r\ . 

Bruising  ... 

— 







- 



4 

12 





MM 

Degenerative  Changes 

— 

— 

— 

_ 



8 

23 

— 

— 

Distomatosis 

















u 

Enteritis 

1 

94 





— 







M 

Gangrene 

1 

61 

— 









— 

— 

Misc.  Parasites  ... 

— 







— 



1 

4 

C/3 

Pericarditis 









. -- 

Strongylosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abscesses 





_ 

Degenerative  Changes... 















Enteritis 











' 



- 

z 

Fracture 

— 

— 

1 

20 

1 

18! 

1 

4. 





Immature 

1 

36 











Metritis,  Septic  ... 

1 

332 













Pericarditis 

— 







— 

1 

_ 



Peritonitis,  Septic  ...  i 

1 

308 





- 

i 



Swine  Erysipelas  ...  | 

1 

109 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

TOTALS  

37 

7884 

3 

69 

5 

340 

243 

2994 

20 

479 

40 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS 


1 Lungs  Livers 


Tongues 


^No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

7 

59 

55 



811 

— 

— 

108 

1564 

15 

58 

9 

110 

1 

10 

515 

4020 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

63 

741 

1 

15 

Kidneys 


Plucks 


Abdomi- 

nal 

Viscera 


Offal 


Total 
Carcases 
and  all 
Organs 


No.  lbs. 
1 5 

7 
6 


No.  lbs. 

1 10 

35'  — — 

30i  — — 

— 3 3 


No.  lbs. 


— — 2 


8 88 
8 49 

5 51 


28 


78 


15 


2 

2 


4 

10 


56  216 


4 

32 


No.  lbs. 
1 35 


38  516 


No.  lbs. 
7 35 


11  40 


8 212 
18  81 


23 

60 


49  1319 


144  1314 


4 140 
3 70 

8 170 
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No. 

86 

14 
12 

147 

108 

85 

516 

37 

47 

18 

67 

4 

9 

1 

3 

49 

3 

145 

1 

56 

6 

3 

3 

16 

4 
8 
8 

5 

15 
2 


lbs. 

1139 

222 

190 

2339 

1564 

862 

4030 

1108 

409 

81 

771 

1350 

1203 

692 

84 

1319 

205 

1868 

149 

216 

170 

1521 

70 

715 

66 

88 

49 

51 

142 

154 


11 

24 

14 

39 

18 

34 

1 

3 

— 

— 

382 

950 

15 

22 

19 


12 


2 8 
27  130 


355  657 


39 

4 
33 

382 

28 

1 

16 

5 

356 


167 

12 

81 

950 

224 

61 

26 

12 

665 


2 

21 


2!  — — 

39i  — — 


— — 4 


14 

8 


2 10 

5 44 

6 45 


5 
35 

6 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 


26 

98 

45 

42 

36 

332 

4 

308 

109 


515  18221110  7645 


19  91 


68  246 


13  110 


176  2834 


I 


189  1511  2398  26025 
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(ii)  Other  Foods  Inspection 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 

Vegetables  167  tins 

Stew  2 ,, 


Fish 
Milk 
Soup 
Jam 
Marmalade 
Dried  Egg 
Corned  Beef 
Fruit 
Bacon 

Luncheon  Meat 

Jelly  .... 

Tea 

Sausages 
Dried  Fruit 
Butter  .... 
Margarine 
Flour 
Peas 
Fish 
Cheese 
Fruit 
Cereal 


39  „ 
159  „ 

5 „ 

12 

12  „ 

2 .. 

51  .. 

98  „ 

1 

46  „ 

16  pkts. 
18  „ 

11  lbs. 

36  „ 

5 

66  „ 

12 

37  „ 
215  „ 

36  „ 
664  „ 

24  „ 


Total  quantity  of  food  other  than  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption— 1,931  lbs. 

154  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year. 


(iii)  Ice  cream. 

During  the  year  there  were  7 retailers  and  5 manufacturers  of 
ice-cream.  10  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
7 were  classed  as  satisfactoy  and  3 unsatisfactory. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Council’s  Register  on  the 
31st  December,  1949,  was  75.  During  the  year  47  visits  were  made 
to  factories,  as  a result  of  which  8 informal  notices  were  served 
requiring  the  remedy  of  defects.  7 of  these  notices  were  complied  with. 

The  number  of  outworkers  contained  in  the  August  lists  was 
10,  all  of  which  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
No  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  outworkers  premises. 
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FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1948  10,320 

Area  of  the  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,240 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3 *19 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ;^148 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1948  £40,261 


Chairman  of  the  Council  ....  Preb.  K.  C.  Jackson 

Chairman  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee  ....  Preb.  K.  C.  Jackson 

Sanitary  Inspector  C.  H.  Prosser 

Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  180. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ....  

86 

83 

169 

Illegitimate  

6 

5 

11 

92  88  180 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 — 

2 

Illegitimate 



— 

2 — 

2 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1948  17-44 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  10  -99 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  7-46 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  33  -33 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  29-59 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  90  -91 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

„ ,,  Other  puerperal  causes  ..  Nil 

„ ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  ..  21 

„ „ Measles  (all  ages)  ..  Nil 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ...  Nil 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  ....  Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  77,  46  males  and  31  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

2 

— 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— ■ 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

4 

2 

6 

Cancer  of  Breast  

■ 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

4 

5 

9 

Diabetes ....  

— 

— 

— 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

— 

3 

3 

Heart  disease  

9 

12 

21 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  

5 

— 

5 

Pneumonia  

4 

— 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases  

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

3 

— 

3 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

— 

4 

All  other  causes 

4 

— 

4 

46 

31 

77 

45 


Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  6 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  5 males 
and  1 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  3 1 — 4-  weeks  ....  1 

1 — 6 months  ....  2 6 — 12  months  ....  Nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  pox  

Scarlet  Fever  

9 

2 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

128 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

80 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

6 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

3 

1 

— 

228 

3 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Eight  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  3 male 
and  5 female.  Three  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 


notified,  2 male  and  1 female. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 

Respiratory  8 2 

Non-respiratory  3 1 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  are  seven  public  supplies  within  the  district  which  are 
controlled  by  the  District  Council.  Water  is  also  purchased  from 
three  adjacent  authorities.  The  number  of  houses  in  these  parishes 
and  properties  with  a piped  supply  are  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 
houses 
in 

parish. 
226 
. 423 

BucklandDinham  Buckland  Dinham  107 


Parish 


Beckington 

Coleford 


Source  of 
supply 

Norton  St.  Philip 
Coleford 


Kihnersdon 

Leigh-on-Mendip 

Mells 

Norton  St.  Philip 
Nunney 

Rode  

Selwood 

Wanstrow 


Norton  Radstock 

R.D.C 105 

Leigh-on-Mendip  128 

Mells  246 

Norton  St.  Philip  186 

Nunney 297 

Norton  St.  Philip  225 

Frome  U.D.C 330 

Wanstrow  ....  114 


Houses 

with 

water  laid 


Houses 
served 
with  stand 


on. 

pipes. 

114 

20 

105 

52 

83 

5 

58 

18 

110 

18 

143 

20 

114 

— 

240 

57 

156 

20 

118 

12 

54 

11 

The  Norton  Radstock,  Frome,  Shepton  Mallet  and  Norton  St. 
Philip  supplies  are  satisfactory.  The  remainder  of  the  Council’s 
supphes  are  unsatisfactory  as  regards  either  their  quality  or  quantity, 
and  many  of  the  sources  are  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  present- 
day  demands. 

The  remaining  parishes  in  the  district  rely  on  private  supplies 
many  of  which  are  piped  but,  with  the  exception  of  Witham  Friary, 
these  supplies  are  unsatisfactory  either  from  the  point  of  view  of 
quantity  or  quality. 

Samples  from  all  of  these  supplies  are  taken  regularly  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 

Norton  St.  Philip 

The  work  of  sinking  the  new  well  which  will  replace  the  existing 
boreholes  has  been  completed.  A conservative  estimate  of  the  yield 
daily  is  100,000  gallons.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  will 
now  give  consent  to  the  putting  in  hand  of  the  work  of  laying  the 
mains  to  serve  the  hamlet  of  Faulkland  in  the  parish  of  Hemington. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Dairy  Company  to 
which  milk  is  transported  from  the  farms  whereby  premises  from 
which  rejected  milk  has  come  can  be  immediately  inspected. 
Advice  has  been  given  and  where  necessary  informal  action  taken 
against  the  producer  which  has  resulted  in  an  improvement  in  the 
keeping  quality  of  the  milk. 
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Number  of  registered  dairy  farms  399 

„ „ tuberculin  tested  producers  ....  39 

„ „ accredited  producers  80 

„ ,,  distributors  who  are  also  producers  98 

„ ,,  distributors  only  3 

FOOD  PREMISES 

All  food  premises  have  been  inspected  periodically  during  the 
year  and  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  destroyed  : — 
3 tins  of  Dried  Egg  Powder 
1 „ „ Scotch  Broth 

1 „ „ Potted  Meat 

5 „ „ Salmon 

1 „ „ Pineapple 

10  „ „ Evaporated  Milk 

HOUSING 

Sixty-two  new  council  houses  were  complered  during  the  year 
and  ten  houses  were  built,  of  which  three  were  completed,  by 
private  enterprise. 

Temporary  Accommodation 

The  huts  at  Marston  Park,  although  hardly  fit  for  habitation, 
are  still  occupied  by  families.  Many  of  the  huts,  of  the  Nissen  type, 
are  no  longer  weather  proof  and  it  would  be  an  exceedingly  costly 
business  to  render  them  satisfactory. 

Under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  all  matters  arising 
from  housing  defects  and  nuisances  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt 
with. 

INDUSTRIES 

The  main  industries  of  the  district  are  : — 

Agriculture  Chocolate  factory 

Quarries  Engineering 

Milk  products  factory  (Aplin  & Barrett) 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

No.  on  Inspections  Notices 
Register  served 

1.  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1 

2,  3,  4 and  6 of  the  Fac- 
tories’ Act,  1937  are  en- 
forced ....  ....  5 31  — 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 

in  which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  — — — 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7 is  enforced  ....  15  54  — 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  in  respect  of  any 
of  the  28  outworkers’  premises. 
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